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Dear Journal Reader,

I have never written about the “"Great Commission” before. I avoided it. Now
I know why. Most of what is written about those famous verses in Matthew
28 isn’t about those verses, but about the authors’ latest ideas for growing
the Church or making disciples. In this Journal, I attempt to write about
what Jesus actually said in the the Great Commission. It has proven quite a
task. So, below you will find part one of "The Not-So-Great Commission.”

Lutheranism, Just In Time is our “Wittenberg Trail” feature by Kelly Klages.
Kelly’s story is an old one: years spent in the disillusionment of a Baptist
theology and para-church “fellowships.” It is also new: finding the certainty
of Lutheran theology, first on the Internet, then in the Lutheran Church.

Also, you'll find our growing list of supporting congregations in the Find a
Church section at the end of the Journal.

Enjoy the Journal.
Wir sind alle Bettler,

Todd Wilken, host
Issues, Etc.
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The Not-So-Great
Commission,
Part One

by Todd Wilken

Everyone calls it “the Great Commission.” And you may assume that
Jesus’ final words in Matthew 28:18-20 have always been called “the Great
Commission.” They haven’t. In fact, that label is relatively recent. Up until
the late 19th century, almost no one called it “the Great Commission.” Dr.

Robbie Castleman writes:

It turns out that this passage may have got its summary label from a
Dutch missionary Justinian von Welz (1621-88), but it was Hudson
Taylor, nearly 200 years later, who popularized the use of "The Great
Commission”. So, it seems like Welz or some other Post-Reformation
missionary probably coined the term "The Great Commission"...1

No one seems to know exactly where the term came from. Regardless,

it has stuck. It has done more than that; it has taken on a life of its own.

The aforementioned James Hudson Taylor, a late 19t century
missionary (and mission-related quote factory) famously said, “The Great
Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be
obeyed.” But notice something. Hudson didn’t really say what the Great

Commission is, did he?

I think this is part of the problem. We talk about the Great Commission
all the time. But I often wonder if that label still refers to the words Jesus
spoke in Matthew 28:18-20, or to something else.

www.issuesetc.org



I once heard a former president of my denomination preach a sermon
urging his hearers to carry out the Great Commission. He did so without
making a single reference to the text of Matthew 28. This is hot uncommon.
I have read entire articles on the Great Commission that never bother to

quote, much less explain the biblical text to which the label refers.

What has happened? Matthew 28:18-20 has been pigeonholed. Jesus’
famous last words have been replaced by an idea of a Great Commission
that may, or may not have anything to do with those words themselves. This

isn’t good.

The result is that most modern champions of the Great Commission
actually deny much of what Matthew 28:18-20 says. As a result, their "Great

Commission” isn’t so great. I'll prove it.

: . . i s - ﬁ:'--'-
Jesus began the Great Commission, “All authority in heaven and on

earth has been given to me.” This part is often left out, as though it were
mere prologue. It isn’t. In fact, the first question any discussion of the Great

Commission must answer is: What authority was Jesus talking about?

The easy assumption is that Jesus was saying, “I'm the boss.” Then,
he gave us our assignment, our marching orders. But this superficial reading

ignores the context of the Great Commission.
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Authority is a theme that runs through all of Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus
taught with authority (7:29), acted under authority (8:9), gave his disciples
authority (10:1), distinguished his authority from that of the world (20:25),
and had his authority called into question (21:23-27).

In the Great Commission, Jesus claimed all authority “in heaven and
on the earth.” There is a “heaven and earth” connection in Matthew’s Gospel
that modern-day champions of the Great Commission overlook. In Matthew
18:18 Jesus told his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in_heaven.” Why is this connection overlooked? Probably because
Jesus was talking about the authority to forgive sins. The modern-day

champions of the Great Commission simply don’t know what to do with that.

But the “heaven and earth” forgiveness connection is unavoidable. It's
also found in Matthew 9:2-8:

And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed.
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart,
my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes
said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus,

knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?
For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 'Rise and
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—"Rise, pick
up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went home. When the
crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had
given such authority to men.

What is this authority that Jesus exercised “in heaven and on the earth,” and
that he conferred on his disciples? It was not some general, divine authority;

it was the specific authority to forgive sins.?

The second question any discussion of the Great Commission must

answer is, Why does Jesus say that this authority “has been given to me”?
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In fact, the very first word out of Jesus’ mouth in the Greek of verse 18 is

’ESG6ON, “has been given.”

Jesus is God. He already possessed all authority. What does it mean
that Jesus has been given all authority? Well, it's not that Jesus didn’t have
this authority before, and now had it. That's not the point. Jesus was saying
something else. Jesus was saying, “This authority has been given to me,
therefore, I am giving it to you.” He did exactly the same thing after his

resurrection in John 20:

"As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:21-23;
see also John 5:22-23, 26-27)

Jesus had been given “authority on the earth to forgive sins” (Matthew 9)

and he gave this same authority to his Church. Why? To make disciples.

It's all in that little word in Greek, odv that begins verse 19. We
translate it “therefore.” This little conjunction cannot be ignored, as it often
is in the case of the Great Commission. This word connects everything in
verse 18 to everything in verse 19. This word connects Jesus’ authority to
forgive sins in heaven and on earth with the Great Commission. Jesus
commanded that disciples be made based upon, and using his own divine

authority to forgive sins.

The Great Commission is nothing less than Jesus conferring to his
Church his divine authority to make disciples by conferring his divine
authority to forgive sins. A failure to understand this leads to a complete

misreading of the Great Commission.
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The authority to make disciples IS the authority to forgive sin, and vise
versa. Without that sin-forgiving authority, the Church has no authority or

ability to make disciples.

However, that’s not how the modern champions of the Great
Commission read the verse. For them, making disciples isn't about Jesus
authority or forgiving sin; it's about influence, persuasion and closing to
deal. And, you don’t need divine authority, or even the forgiveness of sins to
do that. You only need the best plan, technique and execution. This explains
why modern champions of the Great Commission put so much emphasis on
the process of making disciples. For them, it’s all about the process. Just

a few examples should suffice, from none other than the leading lights of the

Great Commission today, Bill Hybels of Willow Creek Community Church, and
Rick Warren of Saddleback Church:

People go through a process in
coming to Christ —a process. And
I believe in and respect that
process.3

When you honor and validate the
process people go through in
coming to Christ, many of them
will be willing to get started. Your
approach tells them you really
understand what they’re going
through as they take those
difficult steps toward faith.*

If we push or rush them, they’ll
back out of the process. But if we
allow them to move at their own
pace, we’ll be able to help them gradually progress until, eventually,
God brings them to the point of crossing the bridge and trusting
Christ.>

Jesus had a process by which He took people from no faith in Christ
to deep disciple. The very first words of Jesus that He says to His
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disciples are "Come and see.” Now that’s the entry point for faith. ...
And from “"Come and see,” He took them through consistent

steps. ...Churches have not understood that commitment is
sequential, systematic, and processed.

How do you get people from “"Come and see” to "come and

die”? ...There are classes, there are covenants, there are
commitments, there are cells, there’s coaching. Jesus used one to
group, one on one, one to large group, and all of these have to be built
into discipleship.... Most churches don’t have a systematic,
sequential process by which they move people from unbeliever to
member, to maturing member, to minister, to missionary. But that’s
what we’ve been doing for 28 years... that only happens when you’ve
got an intentional process to move them through.®

Notice what is missing: Jesus’ authority to forgive sins. The disciple-making
“process” has replaced Jesus’ divine authority given to the Church to forgive
sins. And that’s just the beginning. What else is missing from the not-so-

Great Commission of today?

No Disciples

The vocabulary of Christian Church has been changing. Old, biblical
words are being replaced with new, sociological ones. We used to talk about
sinners, now we talk about seekers. We used to talk about unbelievers, now
we talk about the unchurched. We used to talk about repentance, now we

talk about response.

Willow Creek and churches like it have pioneered the new vocabulary
and its definitions. Jesus said, “"Make disciples.” But Willow Creek’s goal is “to
turn irreligious people into fully devoted followers of Christ.”” Is there a

difference? Let's see.

The Willow Creek Association teaches that church members should be
classified within four “segments” along a “spiritual growth continuum.” This

continuum includes both non-Christians and Christians, and is measured by
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“higher levels of spiritual attitudes” and an “increase in spiritual behaviors.”
The four segments are:
1) Exploring Christ: "I believe in God, but I am not sure about Christ.
My faith is not a significant part of my life.”
2) Growing in Christ: "I believe in Jesus and I am working on what it
means to get to know him.”
3) Close to Christ: "I feel really close to Christ and depend on him
daily for guidance.”
4) Christ-Centered: “My relationship with Jesus is the most important
relationship in my life. It guides everything I do.”
People at the top of this spiritual
continuum are referred to as

“fully devoted” Christ followers.8 \ ‘i—,‘ j

Notice what is missing: .
Disciples. How can disciples be A
missing from the church-growth

gurus’ reading of the Great

Commission? Disciples in the
New Testament are believers,
and all believers are disciples. Yet, the modern champions of the Great
Commission have divorced “disciple” from “believer.” More than that, it's
unclear where along their spiritual continuum a person is made a disciple, or

if that word even applies anymore.

Also notice what has taken the place of disciples. Lots of adjectives:
“exploring, growing, close, devoted, sold-out, etc.” The Great Commission
contains absolutely no such adjectives. There are no exploring, growing,
close, devoted or sold out disciples, just disciples. Again, disciples are

believers and all believers are disciples.
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No Baptism

What was Matthew 28:18-20 before it was dubbed “the Great
Commission?” It may surprise you to learn that it was considered the “words
of institution” for Christian Baptism.® Yet this shouldn’t surprise anyone.
Baptizing and teaching are essential to the Great Commission; it’s right

there in the grammar of Jesus’ words. Let’s diagram the sentence.

ba
]

Dti‘z;ng

| disciples
Or

nations
e

ou 0

I | have commanded | you | that

Diagramming verse 19 allows us to visualize the grammatical

relationships within the verse. This is very revealing. There is a lot more
happening in this verse than most English translations show, or most

champions of the Great Commission admit.
Diagramming verse 19 also allows us to translate the verse correctly:
Therefore, when you go, make disciples of all nations by baptizing

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and by teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
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This sounds a little different from the Great Commission you’re familiar
with, doesn’t it? It should. It isn't that most English translations are
incorrect; but most fail clearly to reflect these grammatical relationships
within the text. And this is crucial for understanding exactly what Jesus is

saying.

What is different about this reading of the Great Commission? First,
the word “go” is not translated as an imperative, or a command. That's
because it is not an imperative verb; it is a participle, "When you go”. The
reason it is usually translated as an imperative is that this participle is linked
to the imperative verb, “make disciples.”10 That’s fine. But, I want to
highlight the fact that the word “go” is not the main verb of the sentence;

grammatically, it cannot be. The main verb is “"make disciples.”

This means that the Great Commission is not about going; it is about
making disciples. This means that the Great Commission is not something
that happens away from, or apart from the Church. This means that the
proclamation of the Gospel in church is just as much “mission” and “making

disciples” as the proclamation of the Gospel outside the church.

Second, you will notice the phrases, “by baptizing them ...by teaching
them.” These two words are also participles. In this case, they specify the

means by which the action of the main verb “"make disciples” takes place.

This is very important. Baptizing and teaching are not incidental
or secondary to making disciples. They are not actions separate from
making disciples. Baptizing and teaching are how disciples are made.

This is hardly a new insight, Dr. Robert Kolb has written:

This command consists of an imperative and three auxiliary verbs,
which are participles, The first, “going,” presumes that his followers
will find places to which God sends them: “"when you have gotten

www.issuesetc.org



where you are headed” is the force of this aorist participle. The
command itself is simple, "make disciples.” How is this done? The
command is explained through the use of two present participles,
“"baptizing” and “teaching.” ...Baptizing is clearly God’s action, as Jesus
had explained it (John 3:5) and as Paul (Titus 3:5) and Peter (1 Pet.
3:21) would. God creates disciples.'!

By contrast, Bill Hybels writes about the Great Commission:

The second aspect of this challenge comes from the words, “"go and
make disciples of all nations.” It’s clear that Jesus wasn’t expecting
that to happen through diplomacy or political effort. Rather, it would
come about as a result of their actual going and getting in close
proximity to the people who they hoped to influence. In doing so,
they’d have the opportunity to start relationships and naturally
influence the people they’ve gotten to know. Next, Jesus emphasized
that as they made disciples they should teach them.'?

Notice that Baptism is missing, just left out entirely. How can Hybels
ignore Jesus’ words about Baptism while reading of the Great Commission?
Simple, Hybels holds an unscriptural view of Baptism. According to this view,
Baptism has no necessary connection to making disciples. At best, it is a
symbolic ordinance to be observed after disciples have been made. Hybels
doesn’t know what to do with Baptism in the Great Commission. So, he just

skips it.

For his part, Rick Warren at least includes Baptism in his explanation of
the Great Commission, but explicitly denies that Baptism does anything in

regard to making disciples:

For years I wondered why Jesus’ Great Commission gives the same
prominence to baptism as it does to the great tasks of evangelism and
edification. Why is baptism so important? Then I realized it is because
it symbolizes God’s second purpose of your life: participating in the
fellowship of God’s eternal family. Baptism doesn’t make you a
member of God’s family; only faith in Christ does that.’3
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Hybels omits Baptism from his reading of the Great Commission. Warren
includes it, but says that it has nothing to do with making disciples. Both

deny what the Great Commission actually says.

Next Time in Part 2, "Not All”

! Castleman, Robbie, “"The Last Word: The Great Commission: Ecclesiology” Themelios, 32/3,
November 2007, pp. 68-70. It's interesting to note that Welz was born into an Austrian Lutheran
family, but later experienced a “conversion” and wrote critically of Lutheranism. Some even regard
him as an influence prior to the birth of Pietism. See Mulholland, Kenneth, “From Luther To Carey:
Pietism and the Modern Missionary Movement” Bibliotheca Sacra, 156, January-March, 1999. see
also Peters, Paul, “The Fruits of Luther’s Mission-Mindedness,” Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Library,

http://www.wlsessays.net/node/1838 pp. 5-6.

2 See the Lutheran Confessions, TR 31.

3 G. A. Pritchard, Willow Creek Seeker Services, Evaluating a New Way of Doing Church, Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1996, p. 106

4 Hybz%lg, Bill and Mittelberg, Mark, Becoming a Contagious Christian, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994,
p. .
5 Ibid., p. 159

6 Rick Warren, “Rick Warren Interview” April 24, 2008. http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/369989

7 Willow Creek Community Church, “The Heart of Willow Creek,” www.willowcreeknorthshore.org/
attachments/1258_heartofwillow.pdf, see also http://www.willowcreek.or i

8 Willow Creek Association, Reveal Spiritual Life Survey, “Key Findings” http://www.revealnow.com/
key_findings.asp.

9 AP IX, 2; SC1V, 4; LC Shorter Preface, 20-22; 1V, 3-4.

10 This is perfectly legitimate. The same thing occurs in the Resurrection account earlier in the same
chapter, verse 7, "Go quickly, tell his disciples... .” The same participle-imperative relationship is
found in the “Lesser Commission” in Matthew 10:7 (“As you go, preach...”) and in Mark’s version of
the Great Commission in Mark 16:15 (“*Going... preach”).

11 Kolb, Robert, Make Disciples, Baptizing: God's Gift of New Life and Christian Witness, Concordia
Seminary, 1997, p. 23.

12 Hybels and Mittelberg, Becoming a Contagious Christian, p. 215.
13 Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life, Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2002, p. 120 (emphasis oringinal).
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Lutheranism, Just In Time

by Kelly Klages

My background is in the Southern Baptist church. As long as I can
remember, my parents brought me to Sunday School and to church with
them. They made sure I knew my prayers and understood the importance of
the Bible. For that, I can be ever grateful to them. My goal is not to look
down on my church past as though there had been nothing good there, or to
generalize about all Southern Baptists, but to explain how rediscovering the

Gospel led naturally to an appreciation of the Lutheran faith.

If I were to describe the Baptist
church of my childhood, it would
probably include the fact that it
seemed very- surprise— southern
American. The hymns were bouncy or
sort of schmaltzy. Democrats and

other such immoral types were de-

nounced from the pulpit. The church
did cook-outs, patriotic songs, and
lots of family-friendly “fellowship” together. If I were to sum up the bottom-
line themes that I heard from the pulpit week in and week out, I'd go with
something like "what the Bible teaches about the value of Christian
obedience, personal responsibility, and individual freedom.” With liberty and
justice for all! And with an altar call at the end, urging people to ask Jesus

into their hearts.

My own “decision for Jesus” had come at the age of 9 or 10; my full-

immersion baptism was on February 4, 1991. I had grown up as a bit of a
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church goody-goody, that kid who aced all the Bible verse memorizing
games and seemed so pious. I was curious about God and wanted answers
to the important questions in life; I also saw some selfish value in appearing
to others to be a good, devout person. Our church prided itself on being
“Bible-based” and being pointedly un-Catholic. Creeds, councils, and church
history in general were held in deep suspicion. We were taught that Catholics
didn’t read their Bibles, but only followed empty rituals and traditions of
men. As far as I knew, there were only three kinds of churches in the world:
evangelicals (mostly of the Baptist variety), Roman Catholics, and left-wing
mainline churches that hardly believed in anything. My options seemed

pretty clear.

As I grew older, Bible study and pious churchly life continued. I
attended a number of in-depth Precepts studies, which were supposed to
teach you to read the Bible “inductively” as you used concordances and
supposedly discovered answers for yourself. Kay Arthur would promise us
that God would bless us for our obedience and the time we spent on our

homework.

Every couple weeks in Sunday School, our lesson would include a 1-10
chart where you were supposed to grade yourself on how you did on any
given virtue that week, based on the study. I got more involved in
contemporary Christian music as a young teenager, and was encouraged to
participate in a number of capacities as a worship leader. (Schmaltzy hymns
had given way to schmaltzy ‘80s soft rock tunes.) The point of all of this—
from Bible study, to worship, to the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper- was to live in obedience to God, to use our talents to express our
personal piety and feelings toward God, and to do our best to do what Jesus
did. What happened at the old rugged cross was left on a hill far away. Oh, it

sometimes got a hat-tip during altar calls. We remembered it during the
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Lord’s Supper, as we sat there and felt bad about our sins as we had our
crackers and juice. It definitely played a part in evangelism and mission
work, as far as getting new people in the door was concerned. But for us
Christians, it was the entranceway, and now we were to get to work on God’s
Law of loving God and loving our neighbor. Since we were Christians, we
could certainly do it, with Jesus as our good example and the Spirit as our
helper. And if you screwed up too badly, well... maybe you needed to
rededicate your life to God. "Once saved, always saved,” so maybe you were

never really in the door to begin with...

How does a person manage in that kind of environment? I knew I was
a raging hypocrite who often hid behind pious lies. Sometimes my faith was
weak, despite my many church activities. How did I know that I really meant
it when I gave my life to Jesus? How many works were enough to prove that
my saving faith in Jesus was really of the genuine variety? I don’t know how
others dealt with this personal dilemma, but I managed to stave off despair
with a level of self-righteousness. I immersed myself in evangelical culture,
did the small group Bible studies, the service projects, all the stuff the
pastor would tell me were signs of being a good Christian. If I could prove to
myself that the fruit of faith was blossoming, maybe I could rest secure. But
still, the pastor seemed to end each of his sermons with *Do you need to be
more sold out to Jesus? Have you really committed everything to him? Let’s
pray...” How could I ever honestly pretend that I had fully surrendered and
totally committed myself to Jesus when it was obvious that I kept sinning?

The road to hell was paved with good intentions...

A turning point in my teenage faith coincided with the death of CCM
artist Rich Mullins. I read some of his writings and they blew my mind. He
blasted all of us good, pious evangelicals. He blasted the very industry that

had put his songs on worship screens across the country- much to his
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embarrassment, so it would seem.
And what he talked about, endlessly,
was the grace of God freely given to

us in the death of Jesus. It was the

simple Gospel, and I was hungry for
it: forgiveness with no strings
attached, no pretending to be better
than I really was. Don’t get me
wrong; we did hear the message of

the cross in church. I recall an

interim pastor of ours who

preached it frequently. But it was

most often presented as being for
unbelievers, to convert them. Once you were “in the door” and had truly
dedicated yourself, you were to get cracking on exercising those twin
cardinal virtues of Obedience and Personal Responsibility. This focus on
Gospel dependence for the Christian- still sinner, yet saint- seemed radical
to me. I read and re-read Brennan Manning’s book, The Ragamuffin Gospel.
God’s grace became my new subject of obsession. Almost immediately, it
became clear that this focus was not quite in keeping with the kind of stuff
that was happening in my own church. In Bible study one morning, the
young adult class was having a typical conversation about those evil
unbelievers. I'd had those commiserations many times, myself. But it
sounded strange this time. My friends were talking about how stupid
unbelievers were for not seeing the obvious truth and for making decisions
for Jesus (like we all did), and for being so immoral. Hang on- what about
grace? Wouldn’t we be in the same boat as those unbelievers if God hadn’t
graciously converted us? Surely we're not saved because we're more

obedient decision-makers, or more moral, or smarter than anyone else? That
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single conversation dealt a huge blow to my faith in “decision theology.” I
couldn’t articulate it at the time or come up with a solution, but in that
moment, it became clear that if we said that we were saved in part because
of our own good decisions or commitments, then we had reasons for

boasting- be it subtle or obviously stated, it was there, and it was ugly.

College provided a number of opportunities and challenges for my
faith. I started talking theology with new online friends, including someone
who was looking into the Orthodox priesthood, and also a Lutheran
seminarian. My college was quite liberal and secular, so I huddled together
with fellow Christians of different denominations in our InterVarsity Christian
fellowship group. I became very puzzled about Christian fellowship issues in
college. On the one hand, my Baptist pastor had taken the word “Baptist” off
our church sign, and seemed to minimize doctrinal differences (“secondary”

I"

or “non-essential” issues) in the name of being seeker-sensitive. On the
other hand, there were those in my IV group who were quite open about
things like women’s ordination or the social gospel. Were these things really
secondary, relatively unimportant issues if the Bible spoke clearly against
them? These differences actually seemed to affect the understanding and
proclamation of the very Gospel itself. I had a hard time understanding
where I stood with my fellow Christians. This was all very confusing and

upsetting.

By my senior year, I was president of our IV group, still on the praise
team, and despairing of having made any kind of positive impact at all as a
Christian in my four years of college. I skipped out of a meeting one evening
to walk alone in the woods, wondering how and where I could experience
God’s presence. Maybe ramping up people’s emotions through moving

worship music was just a manipulative farce, after all. Trying to discern
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God’s truth and “the movement of the Spirit” through nature and quiet time

wasn’t working out too well, either. It felt empty and contrived.

To put it very briefly, the Internet is where I learned about the
Lutheran faith. Since I had a good Lutheran friend online, I'd spent a couple
of years asking questions on forums and reading what I could get my hands
on. Late nights were spent digging through various articles and resources,

I ' " including the old Issues, Etc.
archives. Eventually, I was talked
into attending an Adult Instruction
Class in a nearby LCMS

congregation to see if this faith

could truly be my own. By the time
I got there, I was practically
Lutheran already. Here’s just some of what Lutheranism had to offer that I

couldn’t wait to get my hands on:

¢ Jesus Christ and him crucified for the forgiveness of my sins.
It was everywhere. People wouldn’t shut up about it. There was no
question that this was the center, the most important tenet of
Lutheran teaching. And it was for Christians, too, not just
unbelievers.

e The sacraments and the efficacy of the Word. Sacraments were
confusing to understand at first. I was so used to thinking of Baptism
and the Supper as human works. But no, they’re works of God to
deliver Jesus to me. Suddenly all those confusing verses about
Baptism in the Bible started making sense. I cannot begin to express
how comforting it was to know where to find Jesus for me, for my
benefit and my salvation, and to stop relying on my own creative
attempts to understand and experience God through emotional
highs, mountaintop events, or any other kind of mystical
contemplation of my own design.

¢ An alternative to decision theology. When my first Lutheran
pastor explained in adult information class about the problems of
decision theology and how God saves us single-handedly through

www.issuesetc.org



Christ, apart from any will of our own, I wanted to jump up and
shout, “"That’s it!” It was the answer I'd been waiting for: conversion
that was truly by grace alone, through faith alone.

e Historicity. I'd known basically nothing about the origins of the
Baptist church or of modern evangelicalism. I hadn’t realized that
several teachings of my previous church were very much historical
novelties, from popular end-times beliefs to views on worship. The
original church of the Reformation, with its ancient creeds and
unchanging confession of faith, sounded better to me all the
time.

So, you could say that Lutheranism arrived at just the right time to
provide solid answers for my own particular crises of young adult faith. I
joined the church in 2004 (a year out of college) and went on to marry a
Canadian Lutheran pastor. But being a Lutheran isn’t the happily-ever-after
tale of popular evangelical testimony stories. This faith is tough and earthy,
rooted in real life, real sin and real forgiveness. There’s no charting your
journey to ever-increasing heights of sanctification, no “building your own
ministry,” no new fads or gimmicks marketed every year or two to serve as
proof of the Spirit moving. Faith toward God and love toward your neighbor
can look pretty plain and unspectacular most of the time. Lutherans
themselves can often be downright baffling! But there is no question that the
certainty, the assurance, the very tangible benefits of Jesus crucified for the
forgiveness of sins is unparalleled in the Lutheran church. Having the Gospel
front and center is exactly what I need, as a sinner who remains ever-

dependent on God’s grace in Jesus.

A Baltimore native, Kelly Klages lives in Winkler, Manitoba with her husband,
Pastor Alex Klages (Lutheran Church of Canada), and their two children,
Anastasia and Micah. She is author of two books: "“Water with the Word: A
Baptism Q&A,” and “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”, a collection of illustrated
hymns for children.
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Dear Issues, Etc. Listener:

In the name of Jesus, greetings. As the Pentecost season comes to an end, the Church
remembers the 16™ century Reformation. Really, the Reformation isn’t only our past; it is
the Church’s present too. The pure Gospel and Sacraments are constantly reforming the
Church to her Biblical roots.

Please consider supporting Issues, Etc.’s part in the ongoing Reformation of the Church by
joining our monthly or annual giving program, the Issues, Etc. Reformation Club.

CONFESSOR
($25/month, $250/year)
“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy” by Pastor Matt Harrison

APOLOGIST
($50/month, $500/year)
"I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
2 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month

REFORMER
($100/month, $1,000/year)
"I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
4 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month
Your Church’s contact information posted at our website (IE 300)

PATRON
($200/month, $2,000/year)
“I Have Issues” t-shirt
Signed copy of “Christ Have Mercy”
6 Issues, Etc. Books of the Month
Your Church’s contact Information posted at our website (IE 300)
Monthly written transcript of an IE broadcast

We currently have 187 Reformation Club members. Please help us reach our goal
of 200 by All Saints' Sunday on November 6! If you want to join the Issues, Etc.
Reformation Club, please send an email to craig@issuesetc.org or call (618) 223-8385.

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc., past, present and future, and thanks for
listening.

Wir sind alle Bettler,

T (™

Todd Wilken, Host
Issues, Etc.
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Birmingham AL 35210
205-956-1930

Trinity Lutheran
Rev P ] Moore
1885 Rainbow Dr
Gadsen AL 35901
256-546-1712

Arizona

Calvary Lutheran
Rev Michael Jaynt
711 7th Ave

Yuma AZ 85364
928-783-3024

California

Rev R. John Perling
436 South Beverly Dr
Beverly Hills CA 90212
310-277-1164

Eaith Lutheran

Rev Ronald Hodel

Rev Jeremy Rhode

34381 Calle Portola
Capistrano Beach CA 92624
949-496-1901

St Jobhn Lutheran

Rev Don Wiley

820 Morth La Cadena Dr
Colton CA 92324
909-825-2395

Christ Our King Community
Lutheran

858 Joann St.

Costa Mesa CA 92627
949-290-2819

Rev Dennis Bestul
Rev John Bestul
5825 Bollinger Rd
Cupertino CA 95014
408-252-0345

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Peter Ledic

2305 Camino Tassajara
Danville CA 94506
§925-736-2270

Peace Lutheran

Rev Gregory Young
4672 North Cedar Ave
Fresno CA 93726
559-222-2320

The Good Shepherd Lutheran
Rev Bruce von Hindenburg

902 Maple 5t

Inglewood CA 90301
310-671-7644

Find a Church

r,

Rev Brandon Jones
2283 Palo Verde Ave
Long Beach CA 90815
562-596-4409

r,

Rev Dan Kistler
4400 Cabrillo Hwy
Pacifica CA 94044
650-359-1550

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Mark Stenbeck
6404 Pentz Rd
Paradise CA 95969
530-877-7321

Qur Savior’'s Lutheran
Rev William Lindemeyer
725 N Fairview St
Ridgecrest CA 93555
706-375-7921

The Lutheran Church of Qur
Savior

Rev Scott Klemsz

1230 Luther Way

Salinas CA 93901
831-422-6352

Rev Paul Willweber
6801 Easton Ct

San Diego CA 92120
619-583-1436

Grace Lutheran

Rev Charles Froh

2825 Alameda De Las Pulgas
San Mateo CA 94403
650-345-9068

Colorado

Rev Donal Widger

2221 North Wahsatch Ave
Colorado Springs CO 80907
719- 633-7661

Rev Steven Parks
45949 E. Eastman Ave
Denver CO 80222
303-759-0161

Rev Ralph Patrick
1424 West Swallow Rd
Fort Collins CO 80526
970-226-4721

Gloria Christi Lutt
Rev John Frahm

1322 31st Ave

Greeley CO B0634-6328
970-353-2554

Grace Lutheran

Rev Joseph Murphy
11249 Newlin Gulch Blvd
PO Box 1570

Parker CO 80134
303-840-5493
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S5t John's Lutheran
405 5 Albany S5t
Yuma CO 80759
970-848-2210

Florida

Rev Randy Blankschaen
24 W Wright St
Pensacola FL 32501
850-438-8138

Idaho

Rev Tim Pauls

Rev David Hrachovina
5009 Cassia St

Boise 1D 83705
208-343-7212

Illinois

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Ben Ball

Rev Joel Brondos
Rev Walter Otten
9035 Grant
Brookfield IL 60513
708-485-6987

Rev Richard Heinz

4939 West Maontrose Ave
Chicago IL 60641
773-736-1112

Rev Paul Hemenway
Rev Michael Walther
1300 Belt Line Rd
Collinsville IL 62234
618-344-3151

Zion Lutheran

Rev Gary Wright
17618 Hubbard Road
East Moline IL 61244
309-496-2186

Rev Mark Bestul
535 N McLean Blvd
Elgin IL 60123
847-741-5433

Christ G Sudlar Lutl
Rev Bruce Keseman

612 N State St

Freeburg IL 62243
618-539-5664

Rev David Fielding
3715 Wabash Ave
Granite City IL 62040
(618) 876-7568

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Wil Weedon
6969 W. Frontage Rd
Worden IL 62097
P.O. Box 247
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Messiah Lutheran
Rev Brian Holle
801 N Madison 5t
Lebanon IL 62254
618-537-2300

St Pauls Lutheran
Rev Mark Hein
1500 S Briggs St
Lackport IL 60441
815-838-1832

Zion Lutheran

Rev Kirk Clayton
101 South Railway
Mascoutah IL 62258
618 566-7345

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of
the Apostles

Rev Ralph Tausz

10429 W Fullerton Ave

Melrose Park IL 60164
847-455-0903

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Michael Kumm
Rev Todd Wilken

503 E Washington St
Millstadt IL 62260
618-476-3101

Rev Timathy Rossow

Rev Stephen Schumacher
1550 Modaff Rd
Naperville IL 60565
630-355-2198

Christ Lutheran
Fev Robert Niehus
607 Harvard 5t
Oak Park IL 60304
708-386-3306

Zion Lutheran

Rev Donald Pritchard
525 N. Cartwright
Fleasant Plains IL 62677
217-626-1282

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Craig Meissner
12 \West 34th Place
Steger IL 60417
708-754-2345

Indiana

Eaith Lutheran
Rev Todd Riordan
6000 W State Rd 46
Columbus IN 47201
812-342-3587

Grace Lutheran
Rev John Armstrong
3201 Central Ave
Columbus IN 47203
812-372-4859

St John Lutheran
Rev Marc Freiberg Sr
12308 ECR 1160 N
Evanston IN 47531
812-547-2007

Redeemer Lutheran
Rev David Peterson
202 West Rudisill Blvd
Fart Wayne IN 46807
260-744-3585

Christ Lutheran
Rev Adrian Piazza
10055 E 186th St
Moblesville IN 46080
317-773-3669

Rev Andrew Currac
Rev Daniel Lepley
504 N. Walnut 5t
Seymour IN 47274
812-522-1837

Rev Eric Ahlemeyer

4413 South State Rd 135
Vallonia, IN 47281
812-358-3225

Heritage Lutheran
Rev Joseph Ostafinski
308 Washington 5t
Valparaiso IN 46383
219-464-2810

Advent Lutheran
Rev Jahn Fiene
11250 N Michigan Rd
Zionsville IN 46077
317-873-6318

Iowa

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Michael Knox

904 Bluff St

Cedar Falls IA 50613
319-266-2509

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Nathan Dudley
2463 State Hwy 2
Clarinda IA 51632
712-542-1505

Rev Jeff Siegel
505 Euclid Ave
Des Moines [A 50313
515-244-4018

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev 1.R. Wheeler

101 E View PI

Osceola IA 50213
641-342-3121

Kansas

Rev Troy Slater
802 E Trapp St
Herington KS 67449
785-258-3122

Grace Lutheran

Rev Dale Dumperth

800 E 15t 5t

McPherson KS 67460-3614
620-241-1627
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Augsburg Lutheran
Rev 1 W Watson

13902 W 67th St
Shawnee KS 66216
785-331-3890

St John's Lutheran
Rev Peter Lange

901 SW Fillmore 5t
Topeka KS 66606
785-354-7132

Kentucky

Our Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Matthew Vesey

2255 Eastland Pkwy
Lexington KY 40505
859-299-9615

Louisiana

R mer Lutheran Church
Rev Aaron Stinnett

1905 Highway 59
Mandeville LA 70448
985-674-0377

Maryland

Zion Lutheran
Rev Robert Riehau
209 N Main 5t
Accident MD 21520
301-746-8170

St. Paul Lutheran

Rev William Stottlemyer
3738 Resley Rd
Hancock MD 21750
301-678-7180

Rev ] Thomas Foelber
8 W Overlea Ave
Overlea MD 21206
410-668-0158

Michigan
Peace Lutheran

Rev Thomas Messer
325 E Warwick Dr
Alma MI 48801
989-463-5754

Grace Lutheran
Rev David Reed
303 Ruth 5t
Auburn MI 48611
989-662-6161

Emmanuel Lutheran
Rev Rod Zwonitzer
Rev Joel Baseley

800 S Military St
Dearborn MI 48124
313-565-4002

Resurrection Lutheran
Rev Scott Benjamin
20531 Kelly Rd

Detroit MI 48225
313-372-4902

Zion Lutheran

Rev Mark Braden

4305 North Military Avenue
Detroit MI 43210
313-894-7450



Epiphany Lutheran
Rev Jonathon Krenz
4219 Park Ln

Dorr MI 49323
616-681-0791

Rev David Fleming

Rev North Sherrill, Jr.
2900 Burton 5t SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546
616-949-0710

Rev Roger James
135 W Green St
Marshall MI 49068
269-781-8982

St. John Lutheran
Rev Edward Steeh
52657 Marth Ave
Ray MI 48096
586-749-5286

Lutheran Church of the Incarnate

Word

c/o Lutheran High Morthwest
Rev Allen Lunneberg

1000 Bagley Ave

Rochester Hills MI 48309
248-930-0173

5t. Paul Lutheran
Rev Michael Allen
6356 Center Street
Unionville MI 48767
989-674-8681

Minnesota

St. Paul Lutheran
Rev Preston Paul
128 Filmore St SE
Chatfield MN 55923
507-867-4604

Rev Steven C. Briel

Rev Matthew P. Johnscn
9141 County Rd 101
Corcoran MN 55340
763-420-2426

Mt, Olive Lutheran
Rev Robert Franck
2012 E Superior 5t
Duluth MN 55812
218-724-2500

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Brian Thorson
47334 132nd 5t
Lewisville MN 56060
507-435-2201

Rev Jonathan Rusnak
10583 US Hwy 169
Garrison MN 56450
320-692-4581

Rev John Fehrmann
Rev Klemet Preus
4040 Hwy 101 N
Plymouth MN 55446
763-478-6031

St Johns Lutheran

Rev John Moe

14385 Blaine Ave E
Rosemount MW 55068-5929
651-423-2149

Trinity Lutheran
Rev leffrey Kuddes
29972 570th Ave
Waltham MN 55982
507-567-2272

Our Savior's Lutheran
Rev Paul Sajban

1157 3rd Ave

Windom MN 56101
507-831-3522

Mississippi

Christ Lutheran

Rev Dr James Holowach
4423 I-55 North
Jackson MS 39206
601-366-2055

Missouri

Rev Warren Woerth
2211 Tenbrook Rd
Arnold MO 63010
636-296-1292

Rev David Bretscher
12397 Natural Bridge Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-291-2395

Trinity Lutt
Rewv Keith Ellerbrock
3765 Mc Kelvey Rd
Bridgeton MO 63044
314-739-0022

Rev Mark Below
15750 Baxter Rd
Chesterfield MO 63017
636-532-0400

St Paul Lutheran
Rev David Smith

Rev Kevin Armbrust
12345 Manchester Rd
Des Peres MO 63131
314-822-0447

Rev James Gier

1215 Baldwin 5t

Excelsior Springs MO 64024
816-637-9800

Trinity Lutheran

Rev Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Fredericktown MO 63645
573-783-2405

Zion Lutheran

Rev Rick Pettey

601 Kingsbury Blvd
Gravelton MO 63645
573-783-2405
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Christ Lutheran

Rev Tyler Arnold

Rev Branden Froiland
6700 NW 72nd 5t
Kansas City MO 64151
816-741-0483

Rev Richard Bolland
Rev Mark Stridivant
2003 NE Englewood Rd
Kansas City MO 64118
816-452-5113

Immanuel Lutherap
Rev James Dunn

4203 Tracy Ave
Kansas City MO 64110
816-561-0561

Rev Richard Futrell

1033 Kimberling Boulevard
Kimberling City MO 65686
417-739-2512

Rev Kevin Golden
9237 Clayton Rd
Ladue MO 63124
314-993-1834

Trinity Lutl
Rev David Oberdieck
1300 Kent Dr
Lebanon MO 65536
417-532-2717

Zion Lutheran

Dr Ken Schurb

1075 E Urbandale Dr
Moberly MO 65270
660-263-3256

Christ Lutheran

Rev Tyler Arnold

Rev Brandon Freiland
6700 NW 72nd S5t
Platte Woods MO 54151
816-741-0483

Rev Doug Gaunt

4795 N Hwy 94

Saint Charles MO 63301
636-250-3350

Holy Cross Evangelical
Rev Lawrence Bradt
200 Market S5t

Saint Genevieve MO 63670
573-883-5361

Emmaus Lutheran
Rev John Hellwege, Ir.
2241 S Jefferson Ave
Saint Louis MO 63104
314-776-1274

Dr Dennis A. Kastens
Rev Jon C. Furgeson
737 Barracksview Rd
Saint Louis MO 63125
314-892-5610



Prince of Peace

Dr Mark Smith

8646 Mew Sappington Rd
Saint Louis MO 63126
314-843-B448

Hope Lutheran

Rev Randy Asburry
Rev Daniel Preus
5218 Neosho 5t
Saint Louis MO 63109
314-352-0014

Concordia Lutheran
Rev Alan Wollenburg
836 Park Ave
Sikeston MO 63801
573-471-5842

Meontana

Rev Ryan Wendt

759 Newman Ln
Billings MT 59101-4742
406-252-9250

Nebraska

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Rev Allen K. Strawn
506 Main St
Bridgeport NE 69336
308-262-0424

Zion Lutheran
Rev David Kahle
1305 Broadway
Imperial NE 69033
308-882-5655

Rev Lance Berndt
Rev Clint Poppe
3825 Wildbriar Ln
Lincoln ME 68516
402-423-7639

Redeemer Lutheran
Fev Mark Ebert

510 S 33rd St

Lincoln NE 68501
402-477-1710

Rev Jon Sollberger
36712 Church Rd
Louisville NE 68037
402-234-5980

New York

rinity L ran
Fev Wade Miller
9020 3rd Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-745-0130

St. John's Lutheran
Rev Brian Noack

48 Greene Ave
Sayville, NY 11782
631-589-3202

North Carolina

Rev Kent Schaaf
17030 Lancaster Hwy
Charlotte NC 28277
704-752-4287

Our Savior Lutheran
Rev Kevin Martin
1500 Glenwood Ave
Raleigh NC 27608
919-832-3822

Rev Thomas Olson
3353 US 176 North
Tyron NC 28782
B828-859-0379

Ohio

Rev Paul Schlueter

7960 State Route 38
Milford Center OH 43045
937-349-2405

1 L I
Rev Robert Green
7500 State Rd
Parma OH 44134
440-845-2230

St. John Lutheran
Rev Stephen Niermann
16035 County Rd U
Napoleon OH 43505
419-598-8961

Oklahoma

Grace Lutheran
Rev Christian Tiews
2331 E 5th PI

Tulsa OK 74104
918-592-2999

Oregon

Holy Cross Lutheran
Rev Bruce Ley

2515 Queen Ave SE
Albany OR 97322
541-928-0214

Pennsylvania

Rev Jonathan Fisk
307 Madison Road
Springfield PA 19064
610-543-3100

Grace Lutheran

Rev David Young
1169 W Street Rd
Warminster PA 18974
215-672-8181

South Carolina

Lutheran Church of the Good

Shepherd

Rev Steven Saxe

1601 N. Pleasantburg Dr
Greenville 5C 29609
B64-244-5825

South Dakota

4801 E 6th 5t
Sioux Falls SD 57110
605-338-3769
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Tennessee

Rev Philip Young
800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville TN 37221-2702
615-646-3150

Texas

Rev Paul Harris
1207 W 45th
Austin TX 78756
512-453-3835

St Paul Lutheran
Rev Mark Nuckols
3501 Red River 5t
Austin TX 78705
512-472-8301

Bethel Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
1701 N Broadway
Ballinger TX 76821
325-942-9275

Qur Redeemer Lutheran
Rev Brent McGuire

7611 Park Lane

Dallas TX 75225
214-368-1371

Mount Calvary Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden

12358 Country Rd 5500
Eola TX 76937
325-942-9275

Rev David Grassley
4513 williams Rd
Fort Worth TX 76116
817-560-0030

Memorial Lutheran
Dr Scott Murray

Rev 1 Bart Day

Rev Charles 5t-Onge
5800 Westheimer Rd
Houston TX 77057
713-782-6079

Our Savior Lutheran
Dr Laurence White

Rev Thomas Glammeyer
Rev Paul Williams

5000 West Tidwell Rd
Houston TX 77091
713-290-9087

Messiah Lutheran
Fev Glenn Huebel
Rev Dennis Kitzmann
1308 Whitley Rd
Keller, TX 76248
817-431-2345

First Lutheran

Rev Michael Monterastelli
1001 Atkinson Dr

Lufkin TX 75901
936-634-7468

Faith Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
801 1st 5t

Ozona TX 76943
325-942-9275



Faith Lutheran
Rev James Woelmer
Rev Robert Hill

Rev Jacocb Sutton
1701 E Park Blvd
Plano TX 75074
972-423-7447

Lord of Life Lutheran
Rev John Lindner

3601 W. 15th 5t

Plano TX 75075
972-867-5588

Moun lvary L ran
Rev Kim De Vries

308 Mount Calvary Dr

San Antonio TX 78209
210-824-8748

Hope Lutheran
Rev Thomas Baden
417 E 2nd 5t
Sonora, TX 76950
325-942-9275

Virginia

Immanuel Lutheran
Rev Christopher Esget
1801 Russell Rd
Alexandria VA 22301
703-549-0155

St. Athanasius Lutheran
Rev James Douthwite

114 Kingsley Rd SW
Vienna VA 22180
703-455-4003

Washington

Peace Lutheran
Rev Daniel Freeman
2071 Bishop Rd
Chehalis WA 98532
360-748-4108

Messiah Lutheran
Rev Kurt Gnken
9209 State Ave
Marysville WA 98270
360-6559-4112

Messiah Lutheran
Rev. Ernie Lassman
7050 35th Ave NE
Seattle WA 98115-5917
206-524-0024

Wisconsin

St. John's Lutheran
Rev John Neugebauer
E 5221 Church Rd
Algoma WI 54201
920-487-2335

Elm Grove Lutheran
Rev Larry Myers

Rev Eric Skovgaard
945 N Terrace Dr

Elm Grove WI 53122
262-797-2970

Rev Aaron Koch
3820 W Layton Ave
Greenfield WI 53221
414-282-4900

Rev Daniel Seshafer
Rev Jonathan Szczesny
505 N Palmatory 5t
Haricon WI 53032
920-485-6687

Peace Lutheran
Rev Terry Ahlemeyer
1228 S Park Ave
Neenah WI 54956
920-725-0510

312 N Main St
Morth Prairie WI 53153
262-392-2170

Grace Lutheran

Rev Thomas Chryst
Rev Randal Poppe
3700 Washington Ave
Racine WI 53405
262-633-4831

St Jakobi Lutheran
Rev Travis Kleinschmidt
W 8089 County Rd A
Shawano WI 54166
715-524-4347

Luther Memaorial Chapel
Dr Ken Wieting

3833 N Maryland Ave
Shorewood WI 53211
414-332-5732

Peace Lutheran

Rev Peter Bender
W240 N6145 Maple Ave
Sussex WI 53089
262-246-3200
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Pilgrim Lutheran
Rev Joseph Fisher
Rev Christopher Raffa
462 Meadowbrook Dr
West Bend WI 53090
262-334-0375

Rev Michael Henrichs
6021 M Santa Monica Blvd
Whitefish Bay WI 53217
414-332-4458

Wyoming

Rev Daniel Holthus
1240 5 Missouri Ave
Casper WY 82609
307-234-0568

Zion Lutheran

Rev Paul Rasberg

601 S 9th St

Douglas WY 82633-2704
307-358-2810

Trinity Lutheran
Rev Scott Firminhac
Rev Jared Tucher
1001 E 9th 5t
Gillette WY 82717
307-682-4886

Rev David Bott
175 M. Willow St
Jackson WY 83001
307-733-3409

Zion Lutheran
Rev Shawn Kumm
406 5. 19th 5t
Laramie WY 82070
307-745-9262

CANADA
Redeemer Lutheran

Rev Garry Heintz
13 Marion St

Kakabeka Falls, ON, POT 1W0

807-473-9164
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